Program Notes written by Alex Craig for Astersongs

Astersongs was composed in the summer of 2002, after a compositional hiatus of some seventeen
years. There were three factors which influenced its creation: 1) the experience of putting together
a concert of my old songs and somewhat re-evaluating my work; 2) working regularly with the
Aster choir, whose sound and personalities inspired me to attempt my first choral work; 3) a
longstanding desire to compose something for my wife. For texts I turned to my old favorite poet,
Edna St. Vincent Millay. Like much of her work, these poems are on the pessimistic side. The first
poem is one of a group written in memory of the American poet Elinor Wylie, who Millay greatly
admired, and who died suddenly at the age of 42. The second poem was written during the dark
days of World War II; I think the dove clearly represents peace. The third poem is something of a
puzzle. For me, it is a sad and ironic commentary on how our concern with the material can destroy
our perceptions of the beauty around us. The first complete performance of Astersongs was in the
Fall of 2003.



