Broomfield Council on the Arts and Humanities

Presents ASTER Women’s Chamber Choir’s

The Chendelles The Boswell Gislers

Saturday, April 18, 2026 2 PM
Broomfield Auditorium

This concert is sponsored by Dr. Michael and Karen Fried
Community Education Fund.

Additional funding received from:
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250" Binthday Salule

America the Beautiful Samuel Ward, arr. Gregg Smith
Melanie Nehls Burow, soloist (1848-1903)

The Minstrel Boy Thomas Moore, arr. George Lynn
(1779-1852)

As Sisters in Zion Janice Kapp Perry, arr. Michael R. Hicks
(b. 1938)

Stars and Stripes Forever John Philip Sousa

(1854-1932)
Jeanine Cully Marsh, Maria Godfrey, piano duet

Sweel & Gassy
Don't Sit Under the Apple Tree Sam Stept, arr. Billingsley
(1897-1964)
Jeanine Ashley, Anne Dickert, Elle Esposito, Sara Giita Flores, Sara Love,
Debbie Martin, Meghan Rodwell, Jean Rosecrans, Megan Townsend,

Falling in Love with Love from The Boys from Syracuse Rodgers and Hart
(1902-1979)

Sara Love, Laura Pegues

Sing for Your Supper from The Boys from Syracuse Rodgers and Hart
(1902-1979)

Carolyn Crouse, Anne Dickert, Kellie Kolbe, Ayla Larsen,
Karen Murphy, Melanie Nehls Burow

You Could Drive a Person Crazy from Company Stephen Sondheim
(1930-2021)
Jeanine Ashley, Anne Dickert, Megan Townsend, Robert Dickert

Swinging Sislens
Heebie Jeebies Boyd Atkins, arr. Connee Boswell
Carolyn Crouse, soloist (1907-1976)
Shine On Harvest Moon Nora Bayes, arr. Connee Boswell

(1880-1928)
Anne Dickert, Vahlera Lynch, soloists, Sara Love, ukulele

Mister Sandman Pat Ballard, arr. Ed Lojeski
(1899-1960)

Sara Giita Flores, conductor

Shining On

Hope Is the Thing with Feathers Susan LaBarr
(b. 1981)

We Make a Beautiful Choir from Shenandoah Gary Geld
(1935-2015)

Over the Rainbow from The Wizard of Oz Harold Arlen, arr. Christina Lynn-Craig

(1905-1986)



America the Beautiful, by Katherine Lee Bates

Oh, beautiful for spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain!

America! America!

God shed his grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.

Oh, beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare of freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!

God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law.

**0 beautiful for heroes proved

In liberating strife,

Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!

America! America!

May God thy gold refine

Till all success be nobleness,

And every gain divine!

Oh, beautiful for patriot dream

That sees beyond the years.

Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears.

America! America!

God shed his grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.

**This verse is not in the arrangement
That we are singing today. **

Katherine Lee Bates (1859-1929)

Bates studied at Wellesley College,
graduating in 1880, and taught literature
there for forty years. In addition to their
teaching duties, she and her colleagues
opened Denison Settlement House in
Boston in 1892. It supported immigrant
women and helped them organize for
labor rights. They advocated for full
equality of women, African Americans,
Native Americans and other minorities,
justice for workers, and world peace.

The Minstrel Boy, by Thomas Moore

The Minstrel-Boy to the war is gone

In the ranks of death you'll find him;

His father's sword he has girded on,

And his wild harp slung behind him.
"Land of song!" said the warrior-bard,
"Tho' all the world betrays thee,

One sword, at least, thy rights shall guard,
One faithful harp shall praise thee!"

The Minstrel fell!—but the foeman's chain
Could not bring that proud soul under;

The harp he lov'd ne'er spoke again,

For he tore its chords asunder;

And said, "No chains shall sully thee,
Thou soul of love and bravery!

Thy songs were made for the pure and free,
They shall never sound in slavery."



https://www.bwht.org/explore/site-of-denison-house/#:~:text=Denison%20House%2C%20a%20woman%2Drun,Quincy%20School%20for%20fifty%20years.

anonymous poet added this verse.

were fighting in the war.

During the American Civil War, an

“The Minstrel Boy will return we pray
When we hear the news we all will cheer it,
The minstrel boy will return one day,

Its hopeful tone would have offered Torn perhaps in body, not in spirit.
comfort to those who were awaiting Then may he play on his harp in peace,
the return of family and friends who In a world such as heaven intended,

For all the bitterness of man must cease,

Emily Woodmansee (1836-1906)

And ev'ry battle must be ended.”

As Sisters in Zion, by Emily Woodmansee

As sisters in Zion, we’ll all work together;

The blessings of God on our labors we’ll seek.
We’ll build up his kingdom with earnest endeavor;
We’ll comfort the weary and strengthen the weak.
The errand of angels is given to women

And this is a gift that, as sisters, we claim:

To do whatsoever is gentle and human,

To cheer and to bless in humanity’s name.

“Hope” is the thing with feathers, by Emily Dickinson

“Hope” is the thing with feathers -

That perches in the soul -

And sings the tune without the words -

And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -

And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I’ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -

Yet - never - in Extremity,

It asked a crumb - of me.

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)




Connee Boswell had a solo career after the trio
disbanded in 1936. She inspired people with her
rich voice and unique jazz stylings.

Ella Fitzgerald said, "My mother brought home
one of her records, and I fell in love with it. I tried
so hard to sound just like her."

Connee contracted polio when she was four years
old AND went on to become the only major star
of her time with a visible physical disability. A
headliner for the March of Dimes fundraisers, she
supported and encouraged those whose lives were
impacted by infantile paralysis.

ASTER is looking for dedicated choral singers and volunteers.
Are you looking for a choir?

Auditions are on-going, no sight-reading is required!
Please visit www.AsterChoir.org for more information.

ASTER is an open and affirming choir. Singers aged 16 and older are welcome.
We rehearse and perform in accessible venues.

Donna, Jeanine and Melanie met
in ASTER over twenty years ago
and have become the best of
friends, singing all the way!

Mother and
Daughter
Vahlera and
Terre have
a standing
date on
Tuesdays -
i Supper and
an ASTER
Rehearsal.

ASTER is dedicated to giving singers new musical experiences
And staying true to our mission of “Exploring Women’s Lives and Music”.

If you are not a singer, but want to be involved, we can use your help.
We will be organizing our music library this summer — 26 years of music!



http://www.asterchoir.org/

ASTER Women’s Chamber Choir

Christina Lynn-Craig, Artistic Director Sara Giita Flores, Assistant Director

Jeanine Cully Marsh, Pianist

Soprano 1 Soprano 11 Alto
Peggy Brooks Jeanine Ashley Skye Briggs
Elle Esposito Ayla Larsen Carolyn Crouse
Kellie Kolbe Sara Love Anne Dickert
Donna McCuaig Debbie Martin Sara Giita Flores
Karen Murphy Laura Pegues Terre Lynch
Meghan Rodwell Melanie Nehls Burow Vahlera Lynch
Megan Townsend Jean Rosecrans

Christina Lynn-Craig founded ASTER Women’s Chamber Choir in April of 2000. She received
the Artist of the Year award from the Broomfield Council on the Arts and Humanities in 2025,
and the Heart of Broomfield Award for the Arts in 2004. She was a member of music faculties
at Loretto Heights College, MSU — Denver, and CU — Boulder. She earned an MM degree from
Temple University in Philadelphia and a DMA degree from the University of Colorado. She
feels blessed to have been teaching voice for over forty-five years!

Sara Giita Flores - In addition to being the assistant conductor of ASTER, Sara is a composer,
author, speaker, and public speaking coach. She teaches singing lessons and songwriting lessons
to creative people of all ages in her home in Westminster. Sara earned a B.A. in Music (Vocal
Performance) from Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon. In her spare time, she enjoys
hanging out with her husband and kids, making art, and spending time outdoors.

Jeanine Cully Marsh and her husband, Tom, relocated from Columbia, SC in 2011 to be closer
to their daughter, Maria Godfrey, and her family which includes two grandsons and a
granddaughter. With a bachelor’s degree in music (piano and voice) from the University of West
Georgia, Jeanine has served in several capacities in the music program at their church, Trinity
Lutheran, Boulder, but now mostly sings in the choir and teaches piano at her home in
Broomfield. She and Tom enjoy the mountains and traveling east to the beach and to visit
family, including three more lovely granddaughters.

Special Thanks to Our Concert Volunteers:
Rob Arnot, Andrew Burow, Robert Dickert, Jennifer Fife, Nancey Johnson Bookstein



ASTER ANGELS

ASTER is grateful to Holy Comforter Episcopal Church for providing rehearsal space and to
Debbie Martin for website management, and to all those who contributed to ASTER in 2025:
Altitude Arborist, MaryAnn Amari, Peggy Brooks, Sarah Brennan-Green, Mary Jo Brodzik,
Debbie Carter & Diane Strong, Meredith Rung Creswell, Carolyn Crouse, Lana Eckman, Diane
Eismann, Jane Frederick, Anna Gentry, Julia Jones, Ayla Larsen, Christina Lynn-Craig, the
Lynn-Palevsky family, Jane Martin- Shelton, Magnani family, Tom and Jeanine Marsh, Ellie
McKinley, Dotti Moyer, Karen Murphy, Melanie Nehls Burow & Andrew Burow, James and
Laura Pegues, Waldemar Perez, Virginia and Raymond St. Pierre, Jean and David Rosecrans,
Leslea Stringer, Diane Svensk, Erica Tenent, Sandra Weeder, Mary Ann Wisehart, and those
whose names were inadvertently omitted.
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Beginning in the Fall of 2026, ASTER is pleased to acknowledge individuals
and businesses who are able to support the choir at a specific level.
Each of the categories listed below represents costs per concert.

Granting organizations have more requests than ever before.
Your support means more to us than ever!

Become an ASTER Angel!

All Donations are Tax-Deductible.
This QR code takes you to the

Broomfield Council on the Arts Make your contribution today
and Humanities’ donation page. in the lobby today by cash, check or credit card.
Be sure to designate your gift Donations of all sizes are appreciated!
for ASTER

Concert Sponsor: $3,000
on the drop-down menu.

Performance Venue: $1,500
Rehearsal Venue: $750
Piano Tuning: $400
High School Singers’ Dues: $150
New Music: $75
Encouragement: $25




. ASTER singers LOVE iPie.
Plzza to @ We gather there after every concert!
Beneflt D ASTER also loves iPIE Gives Day

1F1€e
ASTER ChO]_r (Infinitus Pie) Once a month, iPIE hosts a local

145 Nickel, Broomfield . L
IR DRV community organization, and

th
Mon, Aug 10 donates up to 31.4% of the days
1lam-9pm sales back to the group.

A portion of all sales goes to ASTER!
Pizza, Delivery, Drinks, everything!
Grab lunch or dinner (or both) and

support ASTER!!
No coupon required. @

It gives us an opportunity to tell our
story, recruit singers, eat great food
& have fun with friends! Join us and

bring your family and friends!

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday, October 24, 2026, at 2 PM
A Celebration of Singer-Songwriters

Music by Joan Baez, Sara Bareilles,

Brandi Carlile, Judy Collins, Alicia Keys, : \\
Anais Mitchell, Joni Mitchell, Dolly Parton s |
& Taylor Swift. \ 4
And originals by ASTER members {

Sara Giita Flores, Sara Love, \
And Meghan Rodwell. \

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday, April 10, 2027, at 2 PM
Opera for All Ages

Hear some of the most beautiful
melodies ever composed.

Including selections by Mozart,
Puccini, Rossini, Delibes,
and Gilbert & Sullivan



https://www.google.com/search?q=Ana%C3%AFs+Mitchell&oq=who+composed+hadesto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAEAAYRhj7ARiABDIMCAAQABhGGPsBGIAEMgYIARBFGDkyCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yCAgIEAAYFhgeMgoICRAAGAoYFhge0gEJOTIxMWowajE1qAIIsAIB8QXDKoGtrWIhofEFwyqBra1iIaE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiDgPzNgI2TAxWnM0QIHV8iGZ0QgK4QegYIAQgAEAY

